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IS PPCI INDICATED?
Onset of chest pain/symptoms typical of Acute Myocardial Infarction in the last 12 hours 
and is there one of the following patterns on the 12 lead ECG

ST elevation 2mm or greater in 2 or more adjacent chest leads
            OR    (b)   ST elevation 1mm or greater in 2 or more adjacent limb leads (there 
                              will usually be reciprocal depression in either 1 or AVL)                  
            OR    (c)   RBBB with ST elevation in either of the 2 patterns above
            OR    (d)   LBBB or paced rhythm with ‘classic’ clinical picture of AMI  (grey,
                               clammy, central crushing chest pain with radiation to jaw/arms).
            OR    (e)   depression V1-3 and dominant R wave in V1 suggesting a 
                              Posterior MI (they will often have suspicious inferior ECG changes)

Y  /  N
Y  /  N
Y  /  N
Y  /  N
Y  /  N
Y  /  N

If the answer is YES then PPCI  is indicated.  
Now assess for absolute contra indications to PPCI

1 Is the patient unconscious? Y  /  N
2 Is the patient actively bleeding e.g. haematemesis, malaena Y  /  N
3 Have cardiac arrest resuscitation attempts failed? Y  /  N
4 Has the patient been resuscitated from a cardiac arrest but the underlying diagnosis is 

uncertain?
Y  /  N

If the answer to any of the above questions is YES then the patient is not suitable for 
PPCI and should be transferred to the nearest DGH A/E dept.
If the answers are all NO then go on to assess for relative contra - indications

1 Does the history or ECG suggest pericarditis, e.g. ST elevation in all leads except AVR or 
pain worse on deep inspiration?

Y  /  N

2 Has the patient been involved in an incident causing traumatic bodily injury (not CPR)? Y  /  N
3 Does the ECG show LBBB or paced rhythm without a clinical picture of AMI? Y  /  N
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